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San Gabriel Valley 

Cactus & Succulent Society 

COMMUNIQUE 
An Affiliate of the Cactus & Succulent Society of America 

October 2015—Volume 48, Number 10   

October Meeting 

Thursday, 

October 8th at 7:00 pm  
 

Meetings are held on the   
2nd Thursday of the month  

at 7:00 pm in Ayres Hall  
in the Los Angles  

County Arboretum. 

Mini Show Plants 

for October 
Cactus:  Ariocarpus 

Succulent: Sansevieria  

Enter your specimen plants in our 

monthly mini-show.  It will help you 

prepare for the real shows and give you 

an additional opportunity to show oth-

ers your pride and joy.   

Material in the COMMUNIQUE 

publication may be reprinted by nonprofit 

organizations (unless such permission is 

expressly denied in a note accompanying 

the material) provided proper credit is 

given to the SGVCSS and the author, and 

that one copy of the publication containing 

the reprinted material is sent to the editor.  

Reproduction in whole or part by any other 

organization or publication without the 

permission of the publisher is prohibited. 

President’s Message 

 

I’m ready for a bit cooler autumn weather!  I 

know you and your plants feel the same. 

From the many complimentary responses I 

have received, everyone seemed to have had 

a good time on our recent field trip to 

Lotusland. It was a long, productive day with 

an extra-long tour through Lotusland, a 

somewhat short stop at Seaside Gardens, 

and, thanks to the graciousness of John 

Matthews, John Martinez, and Tim Harvey, 

for a nice tour of their nurseries in 

Somis.  We have big plans for next year’s 

field trips.  Stay tuned. 

Refreshment Sign Up 
 

Diana Liu 
Roberta Eisel 
Fred Parrales 

Dave Johansen 
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This month’s program will feature 
Madagascar, one of the seven won-
ders of the botanical world.  The is-
land  is one of the global centers of 
biodiversity, and home to a rich flo-
ra of succulent plants, ranging from 
Adansonia to Zygosicyos, 80% of 
which are endemic. 
 
Our speaker will be Rob Skillin, 
who visited Madagascar in 
2013.  His program features not on-
ly the unique succulents of the is-
land, but also insights into the na-
tive people and their culture, as 
well as many of the interesting ani-
mals found nowhere else in the 
world. 

President’s Message, cont. 

The October meeting will be the last 
one before our Winter C&S Show 
which is November 7th and 8th.  The 
Winter Show is our club’s major fund 
raiser.  Here are a few ways you may 
help.  First, bring your plants!  We 
especially welcome novice entrants. 
Second, bring some friends to the show 
and spread the word.   Next, our show 
chairperson, Manny Rivera, could still 
use more volunteers.  If you are 
interesting in helping him, please see 
him at the meeting.   Finally, the very 
best vendors will be at the 
show.  Plants, pots, and books-- it’s all 
here. Please support them. We will 
have  T-shirts and plant tags at the 
meeting. 

 
The 2016 slate of officers will be 
presented at the October meeting.  Our 
election will take place at our 
November meeting. 

2016 Membership rates.   
We have not increased SGVCSS 
member dues in a long time.  The  
Board of Directors has approved  

This Month’s Program: 
Rob Skillin 

 an increase in the 2016 mem-

bership dues.  The 2016 dues 

will be $20 per year for the 

online newsletters and $30 for 

the paper newsletters.  The rate 

increase is consistent with other 

local C&S societies. Among other 

things, the increase will allow us 

to keep pace with increased 

postal rates and provide a nomi-

nal increase in speaker fees 

when necessary. The good news 

is that the dues are for an entire 

family. 

 

Finally, mark your calendars for 

our Holiday Party, Sunday, De-

cember 6.  It is always lots of 

fun, camaraderie, and good food.  

As we have done in the last few 

years, we will have a live band to 

add to the festivities.  If this is 

your first time, you’ll love it. 

See you at the next meeting!  

Gunnar Eisel 
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SGVC&SS LEADERSHIP TEAM - 2015 

 

Gunnar Eisel, President 

Buck Hemenway, Past President 

Horace Birgh, Vice President 

Louise Guerin, Secretary 

Margie Wilson, Treasurer 

Rebecca Mallonee, Director 

Mary Brumbaugh, Director  

Louise Stack, Director  

Shaun Adams, Director 

Dean Elzinga, Director 

Tom Vermilion, Director  

Manny Rivera, Winter Show Chair 

John Matthews, Winter Sales Chair  

Tom Glavich, Inter-City Show Chair 

Jim Hanna, CSSA Affiliate  

Representative 

Gunnar Eisel, Website Chair      

Woody Minnich, Program Chair 

Mary Brumbaugh, Membership Chair 

Cindy Arakaki, Librarian 

Richard Roosman, Newsletter Editor 

    Plant of the Month Results  
for the September Mini-Show 

 
Cactus — Novices: 

1st  - Fred Parrales - Turbinocarpus swobodae 

 

Succulent— Novices: 

 1st - Mary Aparicio  - Hoodia gordonii 

 2nd - Betty Farfan - Stapeliad 

 2nd—Betty Farfan—Stapeliad 

 3rd - Daniel Veelik - Stapeliad 

 3rd—Betty Farfan—Stapelia gigantia 

  

 Cactus— Masters: 

 1st — John Matthews  - Turbinocarpus dickinsoniae 

 2nd-Rob MacGregor - Turbinocarpus gielsdorfianus 

 3rd— Tony Marino—Sclerocactus brevihamatus  ssp  

                                       tobuschii 

  

 Succulent— Masters: 

 1st - Cindy Arakaki— Pseudolithos migiurtinus 

 2nd— Cindy Arakaki —  Whitesloanea crassa 

 3rd — Cindy Arakiki — Pseudolithos cubiformis 

  

 

October 2015  
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    Cactus of the Month 

October 2015 
Ariocarpus 

Ariocarpus is one of the treasures of the 

world of Cacti. This genus, from Central to 

Northern Mexico and Southern Texas, has 

some of the most spectacular species of the 

entire family. Some succulent growers who 

otherwise avoid cacti make this genus their 

sole exception. There are collectors who 

collect nothing but Ariocarpus, and have 

hundreds of plants in their collections. Rare 

specimens can change hands for hundreds of 

dollars. Rare cultivars with unusual 

tubercles can be sold for even more, 

particularly in Japan and China. There is no 

denying that this genus has generated a 

world wide cult of devotees. 

With all of this, you might expect Ariocarpus 

to be expensive, difficult to come by and 

difficult to grow.  Nothing could be further 

than the truth.  They are  no more difficult to 

grow than any other central Mexican genera. 

All of the species and all of the varieties are 

readily available, and all are affordable. This 

genus is well within the range of even novice  

Ariocarpus fissuratus is much more 
common.  This species spreads from the 

growers. Field collected specimens 

are occasionally available, and these 

are much more expensive, and much 

harder to grow. Recently collected 

specimens are now almost always 

illegally obtained. However, 

interesting hybrids have been 

produced by several growers,  Frank 

Nudge of our club, Miles Anderson 

and Gene Joseph of Tucson being just 

a few who hybridize.   

With all of the fuss we make over the 

horticultural merits of this genus, we 

shouldn’t overlook the plant’s 

important ethno-botanical uses from 

several Native American cultures. The 

tubercles contain sticky mucilage 

which was often used as glue to mend 

broken pots.  A. kotschoubeyanus was 

boiled and used as a cure for 

rheumatism, and several species were 

used as ‘false peyote’ in religious 

ceremonies. 

Cultivation is not difficult when the 

home environment of these plants is 

remembered. They grow in mineral 

soils with very little organic matter. 

They all have large tuberous roots. 

They grow in areas that are very hot 

in the summer and that have summer 

rainfall. If they are protected from excess 

organic matter, particularly peat, and 

watered heavily and fertilized only in hot 

weather, good growth will result. They 

need protection from winter rains. Using 

low pH (acidified) water will help with 

the growth and the appearance of these 

plants 

There are six species, several varieties, 
and a near infinite set of cultivars. 

 

Ariocarpus agavoides, as its name 

implies, resemble agaves.  Discovered 

only in 1941, it is rare in nature and 

cultivation.  It comes from just a few 

areas in Tamaulipas and San Luis Potosi. 

Ariocarpus bravoanus has flattened 

triangular tubercles.  A beautiful species, 

it is slow growing and still not seen in 

many collections although seedlings are 

now often available.  This species also 

comes from just a few localities in San 

Luis Potosi. 
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Seedlings are available and it is no more 
difficult than many others.  It is native to 
Nuevo Leon.  

Tom Glavich   
September 2015 

 

           C & S Workshop 

Workshop group  
will meet on Wednesday, 

October 21 at 7:30 pm,  
in Ayres Hall  

Los Angeles County  
Arboretum. 

       This month’s topic will 
be Sansevieria. 

 

    The workshop is an informal, 
hands-on learning experience 

that is fun for expert and novice 
alike.  Come and learn from the 

experience of others. We are 
always happy to share our 

knowledge. 

 

     Workshops are held on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 

pm in Ayres Hall at the L A 
County Arboretum, 201 N. 
Baldwin Avenue, Arcadia. 

Pecos River in Texas south to 
Durango.  The wide geographical 
rang of this species; along with the 
isolation of some of the populations 
has given rise to several cultivars.  
This species is one of the more 
collectable with many cultivars and 
hybrids with extra hair, wide 
tubercles, etc. 

Ariocarpus kotschoubeyanus is 
the miniature of the genus.  This 
species never gets above ground.  It 
is widespread in Mexico, occurring in 
silt plains from Coahuila to 
Queretaro.  In habitat, this species is 
sometimes under water!  It is 
relatively easy to grow, requiring 
only a good, quick draining potting 
mix.  Multiheaded specimens of this 
species are especially appreciated. 

Ariocarpus retusus was the first 
species discovered, and the first 
described in 1938.  This is an easily 
grown species.  It is widespread 
throughout the Chihuahuan 
desert.  A subspecies A. retusus 
ssp. trigonus has more triangular 
tubercles.    As with fissuratus, there 
are dozens of cultivars, variants, 
variegates, etc. of the species and the 
subspecies.  

Ariocarpus scaphirostris  
is another of the small, less collected 
species.   

 

A. fissuratus 

A. kotschoubeyanus 
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Succulent of the Month   

October  2015  

Sansevieria 

The genus Sansevieria was given its name 

by Thunberg in 1794 in honor of 

Raimondo di Sangro VII Prince of 

Sansevero (1710-1771), an Italian scholar 

and inventor.  The name “Snake plant” is 

thought to come from the similarity of its 

leaf coloration to that of a snake’s 

skin.  The name “Mother-in-Law’s 

Tongue” is self-explanatory.  Its current 

placement is in the family Asparagaceae. 

The International Sansevieria Society 

states:  “There are around 130-140 

species and cultivars of Sansevierias. 

Many of the cultivars are variegated 

forms and there are over 60 cultivars of 

Sansevieria trifasciata alone.  

Sansevierias are, for the most part, native 

to Africa, wth 2 species native to 

Madagascar (S. sambiranensis, and S. 

canaliculata), 2 species in  southern 

Arabia (S. forskaoliana and a species 

allied to S. ehrenbergii), and 4 species 

native to India, Sri Lanka and Myanmar 

(S. ebracteata, burmanica, roxburghiana,  

and zeylanica).  

A few choice sansevierias  
for the collector are: 

 

1. S. powellii, one of the  
arborescent sansevierrasas.  This 
sans can grow to 7 or 8 feet in 
height.  [Figure 1] 

2. S. pinguicula, known as the 

“walking sansevieria” from its stilt 

roots that reach down to the soil, 

where they take root, giving the 

appearance of “walking” across the 

land.  The leaf tips are every bit as 

formidable  as those of 

agaves.  (Figure 2) 

3.   S. trifasciata ‘Hahnii Favorite,’ one 

of the many bird’s-nest sans.  The 

Hahnii varieties are more sensitive to 

cold and irregular watering 

schedules.  The variegated forms can 

take a good deal of bright light to 

maintain the variegation.  [Figure 3] 

Sansevierias have traditionally been 

grown for their fiber, used to make rope 

and clothing, and figure prominently in 

folk medicine in Africa, as well.  Even the 

USDA got into the act in the early 50s, 

hybridizing various species to obtain a 

plant that produced durable enough fi-

ber to be used for marine cordage.  With 

the increasing popularity of synthetic 

fibers at the same time, however, the 

project was eventually abandoned, leav-

ing a number of interesting hybrids in 

cultivation today 

Identification of sansevierias is diffi-

cult.  Scant research is dedicated to the 

genus, and there is comparatively little 

accurate information in books or on-

line.  A notable exception, however, to 

on-line sites is the Yahoo Group Sanse-

vieria (moderator, Stephen Jankalski), 

which provides accurate information and 

can help with IDs.  The most authorita-

tive source is the International Sanse-

vieria Society’s journal Sansevieria, 

along with several books on the genus 

written by B. Juan Chahinian, President 

of the society. 



7 

October 2015  COMMUNIQUE 

 

4 S. suffruticosa, after S. 

trifasciata, is the most 

commonly grown 

species.  Easily distinguished 

with its pups produced at the 

ends of aerial runners, and its 

elliptical-to-round, sharp-

pointed leaves, it is tolerant of a 

wide range of care or 

abuse.  (Figure. 4) 

5 S. sp. nov.  This nearly  albino  

variegate came from Uganda 

many years ago, and—to my 

knowledge—has never been 

identified.  Because it has so 

little chlorophyll, its light 

requirements are considerable, 

and it actually thrives in intense 

desert sun under 30% shade 

cloth.  (Figure. 5)

Many myths abound regarding the cul-

ture of sansevierias.  All sans want as 

much light as you can give them, short 

of burning (they only “tolerate” dark 

corners).  S. trifasciata and its cultivars 

need less sunlight than stiff, flat-leaved 

ones.  Round-leaved species seem to 

have the greatest tolerance for bright 

sun.  Variegated plants require more 

light  than their nonvariegated forms 

because of the reduced amount of 

chlorophyll in their leaves.  

Sans do not like sitting in wet soil—at 

any temperature—and should be re-

garded as drought-tolerant.  If you are 

unsure whether to water or not . . .  

don’t (unless the leaves start to shrivel 

or  curl lengthwise).  Bird’s-nest, or  

Hahnii, varieties, however, seem  

particularly sensitive to excessive or 

irregular watering.  In summer, water 

ge nerously every week or so, as long 

as the soil in your pots or garden is 

quick to drain.  In winter, slow the  

watering to an occasional spritz, if in 

the house.  If outdoors, protect from 

cold rains and water very lightly—if  

at all—once a month until warmer 

weather.    

Sansevierias are quite forgiving of poor 

soils.  They will grow in pretty much any 

soil, even in pure pumice.  Of course, a 

well-drained medium with some organics, 

occasional fertilizer and sunlight will 

make your sansevierias smile!  

Horace Birgh,  
October 2015 

 

Photos by Tommy Dodson/Edge of 
Eden 
 
References:  
www.sansevieria-international.org;    

The Splendid Sansevieria,  
B. Juan Chahinian, (2005)   

The Sansevieria Trifasciata Varieties,  
B. Juan Chahinian, (1986).  

Angiosperm Phylogeny Group (2009), 
"An update of the Angiosperm Phylogeny  
Group classification for the orders and 
families of flowering plants:  APG III", 
Botanical Journal of the Linnean Society 
161 (2):  
105-121 
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Figure 1  
S. powellii 

Figure 3 

S. trifasciata 

Figure 2 

S. pinguicula 

Figure 4 

S. suffrubicosa 

Figure 5 

S. nov. 

October 2015  
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The San Gabriel Valley Cactus & Succulent Society presents      
The 22nd Annual Winter Show 

November 7 & 8, 2015 
At the Los Angeles County Arboretum 
301 N. Baldwin Avenue Arcadia, CA  

Show Schedule 

Thursday, Nov. 5th  from 8:30 am to noon — Set-up tables, show & sales area. 
Thursday, Nov. 5th from noon to 9 pm  — Exhibitors & sellers may bring in plants  
Friday, Nov. 6th from 9:00 am till 4 pm — Exhibitors & sellers may bring plants 
Friday, Nov. 6th from 3 pm to 5 pm— Pre-sale: The sales area will be open for workers and participants      
Plants bought during pre-sale must be paid for and removed from the show no later than 9 pm Friday the 6th 
or they will be placed back in the sales area. 
Friday, Nov 6th from 5 pm till 9 pm — Judging 
Saturday, Nov 7th from 9 am to 4 pm — Show and Sales are open 
Sunday, Nov 8th from 9 am to 4 pm —  Show and Sales are open 
Sunday, November 8th from 4:00 pm till closing — take down 

Saturday evening, November 7th at 5:30 pm in Ayres Hall.  Dinner will be a special meal, prepared by Rich-
ard Jones Pit BBQ Catering.  The menu will include three meats: Chicken Breast, Beef Brisket (cooked for 16 
hours) and Pork Spare Ribs.  It will be accompanied by four side dishes including BBQ Beans, Green Beans & 
Almonds, Mixed Green Salad and Seasonal Vegetable Medley.  Also included are Rolls, Butter, BBQ Sauce, 
Beverage and Apple Cobbler for dessert.  Total cost is $25 per person. There will be an awards presentation, 
auction and lots of fun!  Please be sure to sign up at the October meeting!  All reservations and payments 
must be in by Thursday, November 5th so the caterer will know how many to prepare for.  Please pay Margie 
Wilson at the meeting. 

Show Chairman: Manny Rivera (626) 780-6957  
Sales Chairman: John Matthews (661) 714-1052  

Treasurer: Margie Wilson (626) 821-9254  
Publicity: Tom Glavich (626)798-2430 

October 2015  
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2015 Plant-of-the-Month and Workshop Topics  

 

 Cactus of the Month Succulent of the Month Workshops 

Jan. Mammillaria Clusters Agave Mammillaria 

Feb. Coryphantha, Escobaria African Crassulaceae Tips, Tools and Techniques 

Mar. Opuntioideae Haworthia Haworthia 

Apr. Eriosyce, Copiapoa Dudleya, Echeveria Spring Seed Workshop 

May Echinocereus Pachypodium Vegetative Propagation 

June Echinocactus, Ferocactus,  

Thelocactus 

Gasteria Echinocereus 

July Astrophytum Lithops Staging Workshop 

Aug. Favorite Cactus Favorite Succulent Euphorbia 

Sept. Turbinocarpus, Pediocactus, 

Sclerocactus 

Asclepiads Pests 

Oct. Ariocarpus Sansevieria Sansevieria 

Nov. Variegates Variegates Winter Seed Workshop 

Welcome New Members 

Robin Berumen 

Elena de la Rosa 

Matt Dunuj 

October 2015  
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 

October  10 & 11 — Bakersfield Cactus and Succulent Show.  Saturday, October 10 from  
10 am to 5 pm.  Sunday, October 11 from 11 am to 4 pm.   East Hills Mall, Center Court,  
3100 Mall View Road, Bakersfield.  Info: 661-831-8488 

October 24 & 25 — Palomar Show and Sale.  Saturday, October 24 from 9 am to  5 pm.  Sunday,  
October 25 from 10 am to 4 pm.  San Diego Botanical Gardens, 230 Quail Road, Encinitas.   
info:  hciservices@gmail.com or 858-382-1797. 

November 7 & 8 — San Gabriel Cactus & Succulent Society Winter Show & Sale.  Saturday,  
November 7 from 9 am to 4 pm.  Sunday,  November 8 from 9 am to 4 pm.  L. A. County Arboretum,  
301 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia.   

Members on the bus  

to Lotusland 

October 2015  
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